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Jesus Changes Everything 
 “The Death That Changes Everything” 

 

Leadership Coaching The purpose of this content is to help you sharpen your 

skills as a Small Group Leader. Each week we will include concepts, challenges, and resources 
designed to assist you as you lead and shepherd your group and grow as a disciple yourself. 
Abide grow as a disciple yourself 

• Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance for understanding and applying this week’s 
passage—Mark 15:1-47. 

• Complete the Daily Readings and journal your insights. Since each day is a chapter, 
pay attention to how the tension is ratcheted up as Jesus comes faces His death on 
cross. 

o Day 1 Mark 11:1-33 
o Day 2 Mark 12:1-44 
o Day 3 Mark 13:1-37 
o Day 4 Mark 14:1-72 
o Day 5 Mark 15:1-47 

• OPTIONAL Read the other accounts of Jesus’ death in Matthew 27, Luke 23 and John 
18-19. Make note of details in these accounts that are not in Mark’s account and the 
bearing they have on your understanding of Jesus’ death.  

• Complete the all the activities and journal your insights.  

Lead learn to facilitate your group more effectively  

• Be mindful of the time for the Share activity. 

• Be prayerful in how the passage will be read for the group. It’s long, so you might want 
to have different people read the various sections. TIP Assign verses in advance so 
group members will be ready. This is helpful if you have people who are shy about 
reading out loud. 

• Use what you learned in your personal study to facilitate the discussion. This will be 
really important for the first point. For the final question, which is a share, try to get 
input from everyone in the group. This will be a blessing to all, as it will give everyone 
deeper insight into different parts of the narrative. 

Shepherd know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, protect the sheep 

Connect: Connect with your group members who are struggling in any way. Connect 
them to resources www.firstnorfolk.org/help  or email, if necessary.  
• Pray: Pray for your group members to pray about the Commit & Act activity. 

• Replenish: Replenish yourself by choosing a devotion on First Norfolk’s blog. Read 
and meditate on its passage.   

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/help
mailto:pastor@firstnorfolk.org
https://firstnorfolk.wordpress.com/
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Group Guide 

Open [10 min] 

• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the 
small group guidelines. (Remember during this time, we are marking those you have 
talked with personally even if they cannot meet virtually). 

Share Ask a thought-provoking question to get the group focused [6 min] 

Share an event, other than your conversion, that changed your life. 

Introduce [1 min]  

Chapter 15 of Mark is a continuation of the mock trials begun in chapter 14. It ends with 
the beatings and crucifixion of Jesus Christ. We will see in the midst of false accusations, 
severe beatings, and the cruelest form of punishment that Jesus, our Lord, shows 
compassion and calmness toward those who mistreat him. In this chapter we will see no 
words of revenge. Rather, we will see the act that brings reconciliation between God and 
man—the death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

—Holman New Testament Commentary: Mark 

Read This week’s passage is Mark 15:1-47 [3 min]  

Discuss [34 min] 

• There are people who believe God committed “cosmic child abuse” by sending 
Jesus to die on the cross. [12 min] 

o What do we know about God the Father and God the Son that would help us 
repudiate this errant belief?  

o What else do we know about Jesus’ death that could strengthen our argument—the 
purpose, the manner, the OT prophecies, what it accomplished, etc.? 

o Why do you think an unsaved person would believe God committed “cosmic child 
abuse”? Would a saved person believe this? Why or why not?  

• In the context of our passage, what does Jesus’ death immediately change: [6 min] 

o for the religious leaders and the people who were responsible for His death? 

o for the disciples? 

o for the centurion? 

Reflect on Mark 15:1-47. Which part of the story impacted you the most? Why? [16 min] 

Commit & Act [1 min] 

This week make a commitment to meditate on Jesus’ death, the impact it has on your life, 
and the impact it will have on those you REACH with the gospel. Who will you invite to 
worship online with you this year at Easter? 

Close [5 min] 

As we close in prayer let’s thank God for His provision and protection. 

 

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/news.aspx

